State NAEP

A state component was added to NAEP in
1990 to provide states with an independent
measure of their students’ academic
performance over time, as well as to permit
states to compare their performance with that
of students nationwide. Forty-nine states, the
District of Columbia, and four other
jurisdictions have participated since NAEP
began state-level assessments in 1990. More
than 40 states and jurisdictions have
participated in each NAEP assessment.

In the assessment of a given content area,
more than 200,000 students are included in
independent, representative state samples.
State-level performance is reported for
subgroups of students (for example, by
gender, race/ethnicity, and parents’ level of
education). School and home factors related
to academic performance such as homework
and television viewing are reported in order to
provide a context for interpreting results.
Individual student data and school results are
not reported.

State NAEP provides educators, parents,
policymakers, and concerned citizens with
information for comparing students’
performance across states. NAEP is the only
measure of academic performance for making
such comparisons.

The National Center for Education Statistics
(NCES) is the primary federal entity for
collecting and analyzing data related to
education in the United States and other
nations. For more information about NAEP,
contact:

National Center for Education Statistics
U.S. Department of Education

555 New Jersey Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20208

(202) 219-1844 or (202) 219-1690

http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard
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